
Improving OJEU citation



• CCMC: CEN and CENELEC Management Center
• CD: Committee Draft
• EC: European Commission
• EN: European Standard
• HAS: Harmonized Standard
• hEN: Harmonized European Standard
• FV: Formal Vote
• NSB/NC: National Standardization Body 

(CEN)/National Committee (CENELEC)
• OJ/OJEU: Official Journal / Official Journal of 

the European Union

Glossary

• SRAHG: Standardization Request Ad-Hoc 
Group

• SREQ: Standardization Request 
• TB: Technical Body
• TBO: Technical Body Officer
• TC: Technical Committee
• WD: Working Draft
• WG: Working Group
• WI/NWI: Work Item / New Work Item
• NR: Normative reference
• PM: Project Manager
• QC: Quality Check
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Agenda

1. Processes for drafting Harmonized Standards
1. For Homegrown hENs
2. For hENs developed in parallel with ISO/IEC

2. The CCMC Quality Check
3. Best practices
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Processes for drafting Harmonized 
Standards

Homegrown hENs
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Target: To increase the number of “compliant” 
assessments and, in fine, the number of standards cited in 
the OJEU.

Innovative process based on 2 main pillars:
 Mature draft concept

Draft ready for ENQ
Mature draft assessment mandatory
Optional FWD assessment not possible anymore (while FWD circulation still 

possible)

 CCMC Quality Check
 help Technical Bodies identify elements in the draft, or the related Annexes, 

that could potentially lead to a lack of compliance assessment
Uses Common checklist as support document

Innovative Process – homegrown hEN
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Workflow

Innovative Process – homegrown hEN
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Processes for drafting Harmonized 
Standards

hENs developed in parallel with ISO/IEC
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Parallel Projects Process
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Key factors for the International Standardization process:

 Consensus-Building at European and International level

 Strong Communication and Coordination between the 
European TC and the International TC (specific role for 
secretaries, convenors and TPM)

The same Standard applies Worldwide and provides presumption of 
conformity to the European Legislation

For  Harmonized ENs
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‘New’ Process for Parallel Projects (hENs)
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Process intended to:

 Improve timely delivery for parallel ISO/IEC Harmonized Standards

 Avoid blocked draft Standards before Publication

 Minimize interference with International Projects timeframe
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‘New’ Process for Parallel Projects (hENs)
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TC CCMC and NSB/NC secretariat
Preparation/editing/translation/finalisation

ENQUIRY/FORMAL VOTE

Consultant(s) Consultant(s)

EU Elements/common mods ENQUIRY EU Elements/common mods FV

DRAFTING CDV/DIS DRAFTING FDIS

CD

Consultant(s)Mandatory 
assessment at 
CD stage

CCMC QC on 
EU elements

Improved 
draft & EU 

annexes

Improved draft &EU annexes 
after CDV assessment
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Key points for // development
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 Start the process as early as possible
 European TC invited to closely follow work at 

international level and to develop Annex Z in parallel 
with CD draft

 ‘New’ Process will only apply if:
CD available
 European Elements available

Communication is key
 Ensure communication flows between CEN-CLC/TC 

(interaction with the HAS consultants) and ISO-
IEC/TC (writing the standard)

Common checklist not mandatory, but highly 
recommended when drafting European Annexes
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The CCMC Quality Check
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Quality Check Workflow

TC HSCQC Request

• Checks package
• Performs QC

Delivery of QC Outcome*

ALL communications done by email (hsc@cencenelec.eu)

* 15 working days for Homegrown
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 Quality Check only performed at:
 Mature Draft stage (for Homegrown)
 CD stage (for Parallel projects)
 Pre-Formal Vote stage (for Homegrown)

 NEW Common Checklist for Harmonized Standards is the 
basis of the CCMC Quality Check (not mandatory for parallel 
work)

 Only Criteria linked to IR3, Normative References and Annex 
ZA/ZZ are checked

Quality Check Procedure
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Common checklist

CEN Template

CENELEC Template

Mandatory checklist for Homegrown Standards!
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General Documents required for QC/HAS 
Assessment

 Main Standard Text (including Annex ZA/ZZ)
 Common checklist 
 HAS Consultant Template of Comments with TC replies 

(from previous stage)
 Risk Assessment (applicable for Low Voltage Directive)
 Optional supporting documents:

 CCMC/TC Notes useful for assessment
 Track-changes version
 IEC/ISO standard text (for specific cases) 
 ...
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Best practices
(for drafting)
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Main reasons for lack of compliance
(period: January 2024 - November 2025)
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• 1.2.22 The Annex Z properly relates the relevant legal requirements of EU 
legislation to the clauses or sub-clauses of the document.

• 1.2.17 The tests and/or assessment methods are reproducible and appropriate 
and they can be applied to demonstrate compliance with the legal requirements 
in an objectively verifiable manner the technical specifications in support of the 
legal requirements, as indicated in Annex Z.

• 1.2.14 The normative part of the document is written in a clear way so users will 
know which specification applies to address EU legal requirements and there is 
no room for arbitrary choices

• 1.2.21 The Annex Z is sufficiently detailed in describing which clauses or sub-
clauses support relevant EU legislation with no ambiguity or need for 
interpretation. It is granular enough to support the risk assessment and 
mitigation in a precise manner
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Drafting principles 

Clear and verifiable provisions
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Drafting principles

Avoid unclear requirements
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Drafting principles

Define clear requirements 
Information relating to the slicer itself

The slicing machine shall not exceed an emission sound pressure level of 70 
dB(A) and the information shall be stated at the work station. 
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Normative references in hENs

Normative references can be hENs or non-hENs

Normative references should be: 

 dated 

 active 

 published when hEN is adopted

 EN/IEC/ISO

 Non-TRs/TSs

Vademecum Part 3 (section 2.8.3): guidance on the use of normative 
references in hEN  Reference document for EC

Guidance on normative references in harmonized standards: guidance 
document with complete overview of the Normative References’ rules for hENs
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Normative references in hENs

Homegrown standards

Normative references should be dated in Clause 2 and in body of standard
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Normative references in hENs

Homegrown standards

Normative references should be dated in Clause 2 and in body of standard 
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Normative references in hENs

Homegrown standards

Normative references should be dated in Clause 2 and in body of standard 

Good practice: specify

CEN and CENELEC Technical Body Officers event – January 2026 © CEN and CENELEC  25



Perform self assessment using Common checklist
Draft clear and verifiable provisions

Normative References :
should be dated, active, published when hEN is made available
Recommended to refer to a specific clause within the NR (to 

avoid issues with chains of NRs)

Use CCMC guidance documents: do your homework 
CCMC guidance (CLC)

Key drafting reminders
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Key takeaways

Processes :

Start the process as early as possible
Annex Z (and needed supporting documents)

Mandatory QC and assessment at Mature Draft stage
Communication is key

 Engage with HAS consultants, request a meeting after receiving an 
assessment report
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 CEN webinar ‘Drafting harmonized standards - IR3 rules, requirements and 
normative references’

 Webpage: Drafting European standards for citation in the OJEU

 Guidance document: Guidance on normative references in harmonized standards

Webinar 'New process for harmonized standards under parallel development’

Webinar 'Presentation of the new EC/HAS ESOs Common checklist’

Webinar 'Innovative process for homegrown harmonised standards (hENs)’

Webinar 'CEN Annex ZA - Updates related to the Table ZA.2' - Experts CEN

Useful Links, CEN
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 CENELEC webinar ‘Drafting harmonized standards - IR3 rules, requirements and 
normative references’

 Webpage: Drafting European standards for citation in the OJEU

 Guidance document: Guidance on normative references in harmonized standards

Webinar 'New process for harmonized standards under parallel development’

Webinar 'Presentation of the new EC/HAS ESOs Common checklist’

Webinar 'Innovative process for homegrown harmonised standards (hENs)’

Useful Links, CENELEC
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Thank you
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Anda Banea (abanea@cencenelec.eu)
Maria Popinska (mpopinska@cencenelec.eu)
Frédéric Mlanao (fmlanao@cencenelec.eu) 
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